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As part of our objective to keep you informed we would like to share
the following news release:

29th U.S.-Portugal Standing Bilateral
Commission Summary of Joint Statement

Media Note

Office of the Spokesman
Washington, DC

May 24, 2011

During the 29th gathering of the U.S.-Portugal Permanent Bilateral Commission in
Washington, D.C., on May 5, 2011, the United States and Portugal reaffirmed their
political and military alliance and agreed to expand and enhance bilateral cooperation
across a range of areas, utilizing the Bilateral Commission as a platform for increased
cooperation. To that end, the United States and Portugal agreed to establish five new
subsidiary bodies to facilitate its work: Defense Committee; Science, Technology,
Energy and Environment Committee; Trade and Investment Committee; Justice and
Home Affairs Committee; and Committee for Cooperation with the Azores.

With regard to Africa, the United States and Portugal agreed on the need to build
stronger democratic institutions throughout Africa; to tackle transnational crime,
including narcotics trafficking and terrorism in West Africa; to remain engaged on
maritime security issues; and to build the capacity of partner defense and security
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forces. The delegations applauded the signing of a memorandum of understanding to
place a U.S. diplomat in the Portuguese Embassy in Guinea-Bissau.

With regard to law enforcement and homeland security, the delegations recognized the
need to reinforce their cooperation in the fight against transnational crime and drug
trafficking, counter-terrorism and counter-terrorist financing, and security of the global
supply chain.

In defense matters, the delegations said they intend, among other things, to use the
new Defense Committee framework to encourage expanded dialogue on acquisition
and technology issues; to strengthen military-to-military ties; and to expand defense
policy dialogue. The delegations intend to identify cooperation activities of mutual
benefit in support of shared security interests in Africa.

The delegations agreed to strengthen the support that the airbase at Lajes Field in the
Azores provides to United States and Allied forces in various theaters of operation.
They also reaffirmed the importance of deepening the scientific and technological
collaboration between the two countries and pledged to encourage the establishment
of future partnerships between key U.S. federal agencies and Portuguese institutions
for the development of collaborative research activities in the areas of deep-sea
research, nanotechnology, space, environmental management, energy efficiency and
renewable energy.

Source: U.S. State Department
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Contact Information

Email: palcus@palcus.org
Website: www.palcus.org
Phone: 202-466-4664

9255 Center St., Suite 404
Manassas, VA 20110

Follow PALCUS on Facebook, LinkedIn, YahooGroups and Twitter!

For daily news and infomation on events and all things Portuguese, subscribe
to Angela's List on YahooGroups, officially sponsored by PALCUS.

PALCUS Mission

In order to create a singular voice to advocate for the Portuguese American and
Luso-American communities at large, the Portuguese American Leadership Council
of the United States Inc. (PALCUS) was founded in 1991 as a 501 © 3 non
partisan, non profit, organization headquartered in Washington D.C.

The PALCUS mission is to address domestic and international concerns of
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the Portuguese American Community.

The Council conducts an expanding program of educational and public affairs
activities on issues of interest to the Portuguese American community and of
salience to the Luso-American Relationship.

PALCUS is committed to serving the community through increasingly active
government relations efforts, the promotion of a greater awareness of ethnic
accomplishments and encouraging stronger ties between Portugal and the United
States. In this role PALCUS advance the community professionally, politically and
culturally while working to ensure that issues directly affecting our community are
addressed through our network of government and community leaders.

PALCUS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the
District of Columbia. Donations are tax deductible to extent allowed by law.

All rights reserved. Copyright by PALCUS. Reproduction with permission only.
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